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Meet Li Yuyan, Aidi BSE 2023 graduate admitted by Cambridge
University, a budding young adult. For her, getting admitted by
Cambridge is not only a culmination of her hard work throughout the
entire high school period but also a brilliant new start to realize her life
value.

The more impressive point about her beyond the Cambridge admission
is her story with equestrianism, from which she tells us that compared
with talent and diligence, passion is always the key to winning.

Time is so tight to unveil all her stories, but her resilience, braveness,
honesty and her spirit of chivalry already speak for her in every aspect,
and these are exactly the source of our admiration.
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0 Message from her

teachers:

“This diligent and smart girl hit a
balance between academic pursuit
and strength development.”

At the beginning of 2023, Li Yuyan
received her most wanted new year
gift - offers from the Royal College
of Veterinary Surgeons ( Vet ranking
1st) and Cambridge University ( QS
ranking 2nd).

Her arduous journey of college
application has officially come to an
end with two congratulations emails,
and for sure, the result is nice and
sound.

“It has been an absolutely incredible
journey, and many things happened in
my life are out of my expectation.”

When she first came to Aidi, because
of course arrangement, she missed
40% of the courses compared with
other peers. “My teachers used their
spare time to help me catch up, and
help me to adapt to new environment,”
she said.

During the pandemic, Cambridge
adopted POE(Portfolio of Evidence)
to assess students. POE is assessed
through students’ daily academic
performance which is uploaded by
schools, that means it heavily relies
on students’ daily performance. “But |
gained A* in all subjects finally.”

“When | decided to apply to Veterinary
Medicine, my teachers helped me
with my reference letter without
any hesitation, and edited several
versions.” Speaking of that gloomy
time, Yuyan didn’t complain but
remained thankful to everyone who
helped her before.

Deep from within, Yuyan confessed
that she could never get out of anxiety
and confusion without their help, and
besides, they helped her in developing
critical thinking and see things from a

more profound perspective.

When she just joined Aidi, she didn’t
quite understand what to do in the
future. But there was one exception,
equestrianism, a sport that has
occupied most of her time since
childhood. She was certain that she
wanted to keep the balance between
academic study and equestrianism
and receive higher education at
prestigious universities.

And indeed, she has made it in the
end.

Academically, with the help of her
teachers, Yuyan quickly kept up
with her coursework and eventually
applied to Cambridge with 5 A*s in
Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry,
Physics and Biology, and an overall
7.5 in |IELTS (sub-tests 7+). In
addition to her excellent academic
performance, Yuyan has also
spent her time outside of school
participating in many high-valued
international competitions, including
chemistry, mathematics, physics,
economics competitions and more.
As Aidi is a certified site for 34
international competitions, this has
facilitated Yuyan’s communication
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and presentation skills, expanded
her knowledge base and boosted
her application strengths.

In terms of her interests, she is
also progressing at her own pace
and receiving training in a more
professional equestrian ground
in Beijing, where she goes every
week and has completed numerous
competitions with her partner Eddie,
claiming the 4th position in the
equestrian event at the 2nd China
Youth Games and the 8th position
in the finals of the National Youth
Equestrian Championships, moving
on to higher levels of competition.

With a myriad of courses to catch up
and extra time to be “squeezed” from
her hectic schedule to develop her
interests, she tried her best and her
endeavors are seen by all.

There are no better ones knowing
her better than her teachers. Teacher
Yan who teaches Chemistry depicted
Yuyan as a smart and diligent girl:
“Her hard-working, optimistic attitude
and her persistence in pursuing goals
are all seen by us, as teachers, we
will try our best to facilitate her path
forward.”
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Besides her brilliant school record,
what actually shaped her resilience
is equestrianism, a sport she has
dedicated 14 years to.

No cheesy words are needed to
describe her love for it, especially after
years of hard training, it has gone
beyond talent and passion.

When tracing back to the days she
first met equestrianism, before the
obstacle jump, basic training occupied
most of her time. Many children find
it boring, but Yuyan quite enjoyed it,
even her mother wondered why she
didn’t show any sign of impatience.
But for her, every class was a new
experience, an approach to nature
and horses.

Yuyan said that she was easy to fall
off the horse in the beginning. At that
time, she was light in weight and could
fly off with a slight shake. Every time
such a situation is encountered, it
means a great danger.

“There was one time that | fell off
from the horse and hurt my legs,
every move was painful and my form
teacher Yuan sent me to doctors,
and | was advised to rehabilitate for a
while. But | still made it to the ground
the next day because of an important

e Navigate the path forward through horsemanship

match.” In the end, she finished the
match with an injured leg.

It is such a tough and dangerous
sport, but Yuyan has never thought of

giving up.

At the BSE opening ceremony,
she delivered a speech as a model
student, in which she shared many
of her unforgettable moments with
equestrianism.

She said horses are very sensitive.
Some slight sounds could trigger their
nerves, like the wind and vehicles. In
these cases, the horse, as if it had
met an enemy, would swish and run
back and forth around the racecourse.

Every time encountering this scenario,
she had to tighten the reins, lower the
body, and clamp the horse to stabilize
her body on the horse’s back. The
speed would slow down when the
horse was exhausted.

Cases like this teach her to stay calm
in front of whatever she will face.

She also said: “Equestrianism is a
sport full of uncertainties, and horses
do not always cooperate.But you can’t
blame the horse because human-
animal cooperation is what makes this
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sport unique, it’s the norm, and all |
have to do is try to strike a balance
between taking the lead and adapting
their pace.”

Yuyan knows very well that there are
some things that can be controlled,
and for matters of inevitable
uncertainties, she must also learn to
accept.

For example, “When facing obstacles,
the rider only has a few seconds to
control the horse to jump. If the horse
is very sensitive, the rider needs to
constantly encourage it to jump. That's
why only riders have the courage and
determination to complete the sport,
and once even riders are afraid and
timid, they will easily fail or even be
thrown off their horses.” This is also the
most important thing that horsemanship
teaches her, to bravely face everything,
whether it is life or learning, one must
face it with a strong heart.

Last but not least, Yuyan has a word
for her younger peers, “| want to share
with you my stories with horsemanship
to inspire and encourage you, since
it has shaped my character, practiced
my resilience, and taught me to be
brave in front of any obstacles. Hope
you find your passion and go all out
for it!”
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e Reset the life path to

save more lives

Many people couldn’t resonate with
her when she decided to apply for
veterinary science since it belongs to
the academic field of medicine with
only a few seats open to international
students. Students are required to
possess excellent competencies and
pass several assessments, including
written tests and interviews. What’s
more, veterinary science is tedious
and stressful, and its long-term
education system also challenges
students’ ability, resilience, and self-
motivation.

But what really prompts her to change
career path is her horse Eddie - a
brave and decisive horse that will
never shrink from an obstacle ahead.

It is such a tragedy that happened in
the best time of their life - Eddie was
wounded and diagnosed as fracturing
of bones. It is nearly a death call for
horses and 8 out of 10 vets advised
euthanasia to be implemented on
him, and the other two suggested
conservative treatment.

After such a long time, Eddie has
become an integral part of Yuyan's
life. She couldn’t bear to send him
to death without trying. “I have to try
even if the hope is slim.” she said.

The treatment lasted for four months.
She repeated the basic treatment

measures including putting on a
| =y

plaster cast, changing the dressing
and feeding him with the decoction
together with horse workers and vets.

During that time, Eddie was trapped
in a gap only one step wide, and he
couldn’t bend or jump or even turn
around his body, but he remained
obedient, and deep from his black
eyes, he seemed to tell everyone that
he fully trusted them.

Even though there was no definite
answer, everybody and the horse
seemed to hold a strong belief that he
would survive this catastrophe.

And it did happen later- Eddie made it
through!

Yuyan could never forget that tearful
moment when all the burdens were
lifted and all the hard work paid off.
Eddie could finally be back to race
with his companion, and its legendary
story will pass on from generation to
generation!

“By searching tons of materials,
| became interested in veterinary
science. And | found it nearly
impossible to implement surgeries
for horses in China. A horse will
be sentenced to death once the
bone fractures happen. By contrast,
surgeries are implementable for

LT
bl
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horses in foreign countries, no matter
nailing fractures or opening surgery.”

A sense of commitment gradually
rose from within, she began to seek
possibilities in saving more domestic
creatures by studying vet abroad.

Getting prepared for the career
change, Yuyan strove for an internship
in a veterinary hospital. She attended
to those wounded animals herself
and gave them the best care, and
this experience has enhanced her
determination to pursue further study
in veterinary science.

“I choose a path out of my own interest
and academic pursuit. The path is also a
commitment, and it is my chosen fate. |
wish to incorporate all the professional
knowledge | gained into my future
work, to help and to contribute more.”

This is Li Yuyan, a girl soft in character
but strong from within. Her dedication
to horsemanship has shaped her into
a brilliant rider. And it is exactly her
fearless faith and resilient spirit that help
her to enter the prestigious university.

After knowing her in person, we have
every reason to believe she will craft
her brilliance in the future. Sincerely,
we wish her a fulfilling life of infinite
possibilities with her beloved comrades.
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To ring in the new year, what is better than getting admitted to your
dream schools? At the beginning of 2023, Mao Nanfang, an Aidi Art
Senior High School graduate, received offers successively from the
University of the Arts London, School of the Art Institute of Chicago with a
scholarship of $72000, School of Visual Arts with a scholarship of $34000,
Maryland Institute College of Art with a scholarship of $180000 and The
Glasgow School of Art.

In the eyes of her teachers, Nanfang is a gifted girl with a creative
mindset. Meanwhile, she sees things in a more diverse way compared
with her peers - she has her unique angle in understanding people and
this society.
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We were once worried that this article was too short to unveil her, and in
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fact, she is a girl of infinite possibilities and no one can ever stereotype
and conclude her with a few sentences. What she has always been
dedicated to is breaking down the boundaries and stereotypes.

r

Just as the saying goes: “We are bound to evolve and reconstruct to
become a better and stronger person.” From our Offer Voice series, let's
get close to her and her art life.
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Born in a family infused with an art
atmosphere, the world of art was a
wonderland for Mao Nanfang, and she
began to study art systematically the
year she transferred to Y11 in Beijing
Aidi School.

It only cost her two years - from a girl
of mere passion to a mature graduate
with absolutely unparalleled artworks
and accepted by prestigious art
universities like UAL.

When looking back, Mao Nanfang did
grow up big time.

In the beginning, she just liked
drawing and watercolor, using lines
and colors to create a colorful world.
So for her first project after joining the
BTEC course, she chose to create
a painting in watercolor, which she
is best at, using the right intensity of
colors to cover the whole sheet of
paper, incorporating her insights of
everyday life and untold emotions into
every stroke of her brush.

She gained a lot of recognition
when her works were published,
and teachers encouraged her to try

Excerpt of 24/7 by Mao Nanfang
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‘SPECIALS OF THE DAY

Excerpt of Specials of the Day by Mao Nanfang

0 About Art - Seeking Breakthroughs from Breakdowns

further to extend the boundaries of
art. So she began to self-explore and
challenge the unknown to see how it
worked in the end.

In her second BTEC project, she tried
installation art and video with a video
clip presented at last. She imitated the
styles of Wang Jiawei, vintage and
lush, to tune her video. This brave girl
finally stepped out of her comfort zone.

Mao Nanfang enjoyed the process
of making a video, from research
to material collection, from ideas to
planning and to the final shooting, she
indulged herself in it. “| was free to do
what | was interested in, and | would
look up a lot of information and learn
a lot of things | never knew. It's also
a process of building and expanding
your mind and knowledge base. You
can always find new aspirations and
discover other areas you want to
explore in your research and review,”
she said.

Throughout the process, her thoughts
on art gradually changed - art
shouldn’t be constrained to painting
but many other mediums instead.

OFFER VOICE 2023

Besides, when looking back at her
creations, a thought jumped out: “The
real-life scene cannot fully unveil what
| want to express, and is there an
alternative medium of art that can tell
the story?”

She immediately took action to try
various mediums, and finally, she
found an art medium combined with
high-tech skills like 3D modeling
that could work out. “It can help to
illustrate many abstract ideas, and on
the other side, it's a product of the age
featuring diversity, chaos, illusion and
authenticity,” said Mao Nanfang.

What else can be overturned? Mao
Nanfang was enlightened by a
master’s work. Every time she looked
at them, she felt happy and relaxed.
“The serious and rigid part of artworks
is hard to digest by the audience. |
want to eliminate those in my work
and try to express in a more humorous

»

way.

After all the trials and errors, she
accomplished the piece that she is most
satisfied with - Specials of the Day.

Within only two years, Mao Nanfang
became one of the fastest learners in
Aidi. She set foot into pure arts, video,
and 3D modeling and elevated her
expression from pure emotion to a
more concrete statement. She tried
to express herself through different
art mediums and broke, reshaped,
innovated, and integrated them when
necessary.

Zhou Zhou, Dean from Beijing
Aidi Art Senior High School, said:
“We encourage students to extend
their boundaries, help them foster
innovative, creative thinking patterns,
and elevate their aesthetic sense
during their daily study. The more you
extend outward, the more you gain
from within. Mao Nanfang is the exact
case here.”
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@ About Self - A Girl with

Many Faces

From her work, we can tell she is a
girl with her own philosophic outlook,
a girl who is always passionate,
curious, and seeking answers. The
more she delves into art, the more
she knows her inner self.

Mao Nanfang said she was once a
rigid person, and that she liked to put
everything under frameworks before
she even began. Like many others,
she liked to put labels on herself for
self-identity purposes. “Maybe | was
too desperate to gain recognition
from a certain group of people,” she
said.

So when she began to prepare her
own portrait drawing, she tried to
define herself, but gradually she
found out it didn’t go as she planned.

“l always wondered why | insisted on
defining myself, and | find it wrong. To
define is to constrain, and it doesn’t
make sense to stereotype anyone.
It will hinder your judgment towards
other people.”

“So | began to wonder if | could
express myself in a richer and
broader way, through which | could
show myself freely and meanwhile
leave some space for others to guess
and imagine.”

Inspired by it, Specials of the Day
was created and used as a “self-
portrait” for Mao Nanfang in her
portfolio.

“My work originated from my
observation of real life. To observe
the daily happenings, | gained a
lot of materials for creation, from
Chinese cuisines like hotpot and
fish heads to some elements in life
that | feel related to, together with
some locations that can trigger my
imagination like diners and tunnels.
For example, my 3D images also

appear in it to show part of my real
appearance and character traits,
furthermore, the constantly changing
and distorting space is my pursuit of
artistic versatility, and the witty and
grotesque 3D images are my current
artistic style, and so on. You can
understand and feel it all in this work,
which is an observation of the world
and a narrative of my self-identity.”

OFFER VOICE 2023

Actually, Nanfang still enjoys labeling
herself because she feels nothing
wrong with labeling a person, but
most importantly, one should be ready
and brave to get rid of those labels
anytime when needed. “Changes are
uncertain, but the certain thing is that
we should always be ready to accept
those uncertainties and seek for
breakthroughs.”
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e About Society - An
Observer and Philosopher
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ERMAHER “Offering” TWikHE

During the systematic study of the
past two years at Aidi, she has been
deeply influenced by art and her way
of perceiving this world has changed
dramatically. While others’ eyes are
getting blurred when looking at this
world, Nanfang sees her path forward
even more clearly.

Speaking about scoliosis, what are
you picturing now? Is it a pathological
manifestation, or a physical disorder
caused by improper sitting posture? In
the eyes of Nanfang, she interpreted
this in a very different way.

When looking back to the days she
studied abroad in the US, without her
parents’ company, she was in bad
mental and emotional conditions and
often bent her back to lie sideways
on table. Gradually, she caught the
scoliosis.

But besides physical disorder, does it
imply other meanings? What causes
it? Maybe it’s a manifestation of
mental and emotional problems?

Out of curiosity, Nanfang did a
lot of research. When reading
about Chinese and African ancient
history, she found that servants and
slaves had to bow deeply to their
masters. The African slaves had
to squeeze their bodies to fit in the
narrow space on the ship to the new
continent. These pictures triggered
her imagination - is bowing a sign of
compromise? Is it common that we
have to hide part of ourselves to adapt
to this society?

She sees those constraints are
everywhere in our daily life. “In
this era, we are all shaped by a
transparent force that not only comes
from the outside but also from within.
To meet the universal standard, we
have to polish ourselves and learn to
conceal our ego and self-awareness.”

“Sometimes | feel we resemble the
canned fish. Instead of swimming
freely in the vast sea, it is caught
and labeled by a red mark, then sent
to the production line, and ends up
being sealed in a tiny space like all
the others.” Having this picture in
mind, Nanfang decided to make it real
through art creation.

Right at taht moment, the masterpiece
Contraction struck her - a human being
wrapped and trapped by a plastic film.
This piece enlightened her. Finally,
she designed a “can” that fits the
body size of a human being. Instead
of “lying” freely inside, the person had
to squeeze the body to fit in. Nanfang
also added some performance when
presenting this work to showcase how
fragile and struggling the person was
when getting trapped.

At last, she stated her confusion in her
portfolio, “Is it normal? Does it comply
with the evolution philosophy? Being
shaped and shorn freely, do modern
people have no spines?”

It’s the voice from a young artist,
minor but powerful.

She has her edges, trying to get rid
of those labels that others put on
her all the time. No more cliche, as
she said firmly. To question and to
be questioned, she never ceases
her steps in exploring this world and
challenging the conventions.

There is also tenderness from
within. She always observes the
minor changes that happen in her
daily life and interprets them with
her sensitive and delicate approach.
This may be a special talent that
artists possess.

But on the other side, from her story,
we can tell that Aidi students, as
gifted as Mao Nanfang, have the
exact same vision that the future is
of infinite possibilities. The pure love
they have for arts is the source of
vitality of their works, and that’s also
the exact impetus to make art more
mesmerizing and lively.

Excerpt of Offering by Mao Nanfang
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In the crowd, he is not noticeable. But when you look into his eyes, there
are stories behind them. Under his easygoing outlook, his passion and
sensitivity for music and life are hard to ignore.

He encountered music in Y10. He fell in love with it and decided to
transfer to music study. Within only two years, he has grown from an
amateur to a budding producer admitted to famous music colleges such
as Los Angeles College of Music, MI College of Contemporary Music,
and Academy of Art University. Let's get a closer look at his story and
original music, and see how music impacts his life.
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0 Back to the Beginning - An Adventure
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Starts from a Bold Decision

“In the past, | even doubted whether | was inherently
incapable of managing academics, and it never interested
me.” He tried and failed, and he could not see any
improvement, which brought him a feeling of loss and
loneliness.

Looking back, that chapter of his life was over, and he has
turned over a new leaf.

Y10 and Y11 were milestones for him, during which he
received his first guitar, got to learn music theory, and tried
to arrange music. In less than one year from transitioning to
music study to applying for university, he published several
original songs which gained recognition from industry
experts.

Being a stranger to music for his entire life before joining
Aidi, he never thought about any further explorations in this
field. But it happened, and the first enchanting meeting with
music left marks in his soul and sparked his potential in
producing and composing music. Now he is a rising star.

For him, music is like a beam of light in his life, leading him
to the future and igniting hope from within.

For Qien, this happened exactly at the right time. “The
opportunity showed up when | became interested and
intended to learn more about music. Precisely, it was when
| took the first class of our vice dean Yutong Li that | made
up my mind to further explore the world of music.”

In the eyes of Ms. Li, Qien excels in sensing music
compared with others. She said: “He has these endless
inspirations in producing songs which just comes out of
nowhere, like he is born with them, while others may have to
be trained to acquire.”

“He finds solace from music, and also commendations from
other people. Along the road, he forged deep friendships
with those who shared the same vision in music, and
they also empowered him to explore further in the field of
music.”

“But more importantly, what really impresses me is his
passion and obsession with music. As his teacher, we were
once worried that he couldn’t handle the stress of learning
music halfway. But he made it, conquered it, and reached
the level that none of us had imagined before.”

He would spontaneously spend more time learning music
theory, practicing music skills, and listening to more songs.

He would take detailed notes when taking classes, stay up
late only to finalize some details of a song, and absorb all
kinds of knowledge and fingerings like a sponge.

Learning became an enjoyment for him. He didn’t show any
impatience amid the tour of study.

He suddenly changed from the inside out, no longer a boy
who always felt lost and laid back. It seemed that he was
injected with new vitality and would march forward with a
completely confident look.

Teacher Yutong spotted this budding music talent at the
very beginning, and gave him countless encouragement
and support to help him transition to the path of music. “He
is such a genius and we are all astonished by his talent. We
are looking forward to hearing more exciting stories from
him shortly.”
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e At the Moment - Hone the Skills and

Keep Grinding

Talent is a gift, it can lift you up at some critical stages but
cannot substitute the great power of daily accumulation.
Like studying music, only by persistent endeavors and great
passion can it bring you rewards and lead the way to the
wonderland of music.

As for Zhao Qien, he had to work a thousand times harder
than his peers to study music from the ground up and to
complete the university application and portfolio preparation
within only one and a half years.

Until now, memories of the time when he worked hard to
catch up with his classmates because he had just started
to learn music theory while others already took advanced
courses are still vivid. And thanks god, he didn’t give up.

In the classroom, he had to catch up with Y10 and Y11
courses simultaneously. Outside the classroom, he had
to build the foundation of music study through self-study,
googling and humbly seeking advice from teachers or insiders,
in order to keep up with the course as quickly as possible.

OFFER VOICE 2023

Zhao Qien began to learn composition after the foundation
was laid. Guided by music teacher Chenglong Qiu, he
learned the skills of using the software Ableton Live and
acquired knowledge of composition and theories of the
effects unit.

Zhao Qien’s first demo was created by the Garage Band - an
Apple software for composing music. He once relied heavily
on this tool, which was easy to use with simple functions.

“But what really matters is my teachers’ instruction. They
taught me all the knowledge of music theory, which totally
overturned my initial understanding of composition and made
me realize systematic training and professional tools were
irreplaceable, and that will further benefit my future creation
and practice my sense and expression of music.”

His enlightenment towards electronic music originated
from a study tour, Aidi & Universal Music Camp, through
which students were instructed by professional producers
to complete the creation of a piece of music. Inside the top-
notch recording studio, Qien went through the whole process
of producing a song, including setting the pitch, composing
lyrics, matching chords, doing all kinds of creative effects,
editing sounds, recording, mixing master tapes and so on.

The whole experience left a great impression on him. He
even recorded the whole process of composition and went
through the video back and forth at home. Meanwhile, he
began to make some electronic music himself. Through the
process, he utilized different kinds of synthesizers to set
different tones and effects. He described the experience as
“discovering a new land”.

Later on, many of his submissions to record labels
succeeded. Along with that, he produced more and more
demos of different styles.

Meanwhile, he exposed himself to many on-campus art
activities and social practices, through which he showcased
his talent and sharpened his techniques.

At last, his high school journey ended up with several offers
from prestigious universities like Los Angeles College of
Music and MI College of Contemporary Music, majoring in
Electronic Music Production. He is widely recognized by
more people for his endeavors and craftsmanship.

Within only 3 semesters, Qien became a shining star at Aidi
for his talent, passion and endeavors. When looking back, his
eyes are brimmed with tears of appreciation and happiness.
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Music Producer

When looking beyond, Qien wants
to dive even further into the field of
electronic music.

These years, Electronic Music has
become a popular major. It attracts
more and more youngsters with its
cool facilities, charming beats, and
great atmosphere. Meanwhile, many
people stereotype electronic music
as street music or disco music. Some
of them even think that it doesn’t
involve any musical theories or basic
knowledge.

“It’s totally the opposite. The
application of electronic music is
very broad, including fields like
performance, advertising, games and
films. In the new era, people’s needs
for music are becoming more diverse.
Back in the old times, composers had
to write the rhythms first and then
perform through instruments, and
that was how the background music
of Tom and Jerry was made. But now,
composers only need effectors and
synthesizers to illustrate a song.”

“But it doesn’t imply that we no
longer need systematic learning and
training, on the contrary, it requires
us to practice even more than the
traditional way of composition, not
only mastering the tools but also
trying all kinds of music styles.”

e Look Beyond - Become an Up-and-Coming

Qien introduced a course he took in
art senior high, harmony and musical
form, through which he learned many
orchestra theories and tried to create
by himself, from the string quartet and
brass quintet to symphony, improving
step by step. “I thought composition
was difficult and maybe only graduate
students from art schools could nalil it,
but it turns out that | am also capable
of doing it. If you never try, you’ll
never know. It also built my strength
of composing symphonies.”

“What’s more, | found many com-
panions around. We shared the
same vision in music and | found
networking very important. The vibe
here contributes to my creation, and |
indeed learned a lot.”

Deep down he knows he has a long
way to go, but for now, he is content
with himself, becuase he has found
a career he really wants, gained
recognition from others, and been
accepted by his dream schools. Those
are all strong adrenaline and dopamine
that prompt him to go further.

Facing the unknown, there are
always difficulties, but the looks of
difficulties may be deceiving, and by
persistent efforts, one can conquer
them all. Here he stands, strong and
undefeatable.
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Music has not only been a hobby,
but a habit and an indispensable
part of his life. Music is the key to
restarting his life and kicking away
all the depression, loneliness, and
misunderstandings.

Qien’s destiny was totally altered
at the moment he stepped into
the building of Aidi Art Senior High
School, and a new, brilliant budding
artist was born.

He feels grateful for his “reckless”
decision to transition to the path of
music, and thankful to his parents
who always stand alongside with
him, Ms. Li who taught him the
fundamental knowledge, teacher
Qiu who helped him master all those
tools and facilities, and teacher Wang
who helped him build the composition
framework. Without them, he wouldn't
become so sunny, confident and
optimistic. At last, he shared with his
younger peers: “Pursue the light of
your heart, whatever it takes.”
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Guo Fengming

IR E L ARF

National University of Singapore

HENRZEZ

Computer Science
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Meet Guo Fengmin, who is not only a confident boy and a great talker but
also a scholar who scored the highest - 98.9 in ATAR of Aidi WACE this
year and got admitted to the most competitive computer science program
( QS 6th) at the National University of Singapore( QS 11th),

What is notable about his story is his 12 years of experience at Beijing
Aidi School. From a little Y1 boy to the best graduate of WACE now, his
story has been witnessed by many Aidi faculty members. He feels proud
as an “Aidier” and cherishes the time he spent there.
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0 Start Small and Grow

with Time

Fengming has his own pace - no
matter in arranging his studies or
planning for after-shool life. Unlike
others, he never took tutorial courses
but kept track of his own study by
setting up goals from time to time.
Even in the most hectic period
when he needed to submit a college
application while preparing for the
examination, he had some spare time
to play computer games to relax.

A Chinese character “Juan”, which
means involution, has gone viral
recently. But surprisingly, he does not
get influenced by this trend but sticks
to his own pace.

In primary school, he applied to live
on campus and fostered good study
habits and time-management skills
there. In extracurricular activities, he
would spend an afternoon playing
cricket with his friends, build a
treehouse out of colorful plasticine,
and build Lego models of Star Wars. In
a fulfilling and joyful way, he gained a
childhood memory full of laughter and
a lifelong educational experience.

Secondary school plays a role in
bridging the pedagogical and structural
gaps between basic education and
higher education, and meanwhile,
finding a career niche is of great
importance for students at this stage.
In the career advisory classes,
students could gain insights into their
career path through analysis and
assessments conducted by the career
advisers. At that time, Fengming
figured out his own career plan and his
desired major - Computer Science.

During his high school time, he further
stretched his computer knowledge
by learning a couple of computer
languages and joining a computer
club. He also actively participated
in several international computer
competitions as guided by his teachers
to gain extra knowledge in this field.

What truly impressed him was his
experience in the PBL Science project
in Y10. The PBL Science project was
jointly initiated by Aidi WACE and
Aidi Innovation Center. The project
employed the most cutting-edge
PBL theories and incorporated core
courses like Physics, Chemistry,
Space science, Programming,
Modeling, and English public speaking
into the project study. By referring
to the space projects in real life,
students received rigorous selection
and systematic study to design mass
measurement devices in space and
build complete ecosystems. Students
were also encouraged to learn AUTO-
CAD to design space models and
robots.

Led by the professionals, Fengming
also visited the space museum
and gained insights into space
science knowledge. Inspired by that
experience, he designed a small
robotic arm that could help fetch and
grab things for astronauts, thus helping
them complete space missions.

Guided by his teachers, he looked
into tons of materials and integrated
the paper knowledge with practical
experiences throughout the entire
PBL study. “When young people are
empowered and encouraged to learn
outside of the classroom, they will
develop a deeper link with knowledge,
and along with that, a new structure of
thinking will be built,” Russell Hazard,
director of Innovation Center said.

Do the right thing at the right time -
that’'s how Fengming did for the past
12 years. He enjoyed his childhood
time while developing potential
interests. He delved into academics
while staying focused on his own
goals. His success is attributed to not
only his persistence but also the wise
guidance from his teachers.

“For children, let them start small and
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grow in time,” this is the philosophy
that Lily Liu, headmaster of Beijing
Aidi School believes. “We follow the

principles which encourage children to
grow at their own pace. We encourage
them to seek answers from within so
they can develop to the fullest. A clear
understanding of self is the premise to
build a fulfilled life in the future.”
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Make Big Differences

A “black swan incident” happened
in 2020 and interrupted almost
everyone’s routine life. When
recalling that time, Fengming said:
“It is such a special year. Because
of COVID-19, we had to move back
and forth from school to home.”
During the remote study, many
peers might feel laid back. But unlike
them, Fengming maintained a close-
knit connection with teachers and
followed every Classin procedure
including real-time dialogue, multi-
person interaction, after-class
evaluation, homework receiving and
sending, and examinations.

“Through real-time communication
with our teachers, step by step,
we followed the study schedule
and gradually developed our own
study pace. Efficiency, focus, self-

e High School Life - Small Steps

motivation, self-constraint, patience,
and tenacity are all essential qualities
we need to keep going.”

Gradually, he developed his learning
method, “I would improve my
efficiency inside of the classroom
and set a fixed period to study,
and besides, it’s better to locate
the preferred major earlier, so you
will know better how to choose the
international competitions to attend.”

For academics, Fengming would
make sure to master every detail,
even for the knowledge that wouldn’t
be tested. He would also go through
them in detail and ask teachers for
guidance if needed.

In many teachers’ eyes, he is a
student who is active in mind and
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deep in thought. He is a “questioner”,
and always ready to brace for the
unknown. “Through him, | see an
obsessiveness, a belief that never
ceases the finding for answers. He

just purely enjoys it, and it prompts
him to constantly discover the
unknown,” said his physics teacher
Hu.

Guo Fengming once mentioned
that he was grateful to his teachers.
Their patience, company, and
encouragement have kept him going
from the beginning till the end.
Without them, he would never be the
man he is now. “Especially during
the Cambridge admission, no matter
the interview or the written test, they
have all accompanied and guided
me and | indeed learned a lot from
them.”
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Towering Tree

Aidi has almost witnessed Fengming’s
entire childhood. His school life
can not be concluded in this single
article, but the memories of the
pathway he has walked through and
the milestones he has achieved are
vividly alive every time he recalls
them.

On a sunny day in 2010, a little timid
boy stepped into the main gate of Aidi.
Welcomed by his teachers warmly,
he delivered a short self-introduction
in the classroom, showing the whole
world that from that day, he officially
became a primary student and a
member of this close-knit community.

Aidi has witnessed his many “firsts”
- the first time leaving home to live
on campus, the first time making a
best friend, the first time delivering a

9 12 Years at Aidi, Where Little Wish Grew to a

public speech, the first time staying
up all night to complete homework,
the first time showcasing PBL
research result in public, the first
time enjoying being alone and the
first time selecting his career path
firmly and clearly.

He set high and noble goals for
himself, and he knew of no better life
purpose than pursuing the great and
the possible. From a young and timid
boy to a budding scholar admitted to
prestigious universities, he did grow
up big time.

He also observes that changes
are taking place here at Aidi: more
opportunities, more refined school
facilities, more complete curriculums,
and more young faces appearing in
this big community.
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12 years have passed in a blink of an
eye.

At the graduation ceremony, wearing
an academic dress, he held the
graduation certificate passed by the
headmaster. From that very moment,
a new age was ushered in for him.
Just as the headmaster wishes: “The
future is bright and promising for
every graduate from Aidi school.”

From Y1 to Y10, Guo Fenming’s
success is not only a good example
for his peers but also a culmination
of the Aidi K12 education model. All
those important traits that Aidi fosters,
including persistence, tenacity, and
concentration have contributed to his
success, and he will carry them to an
even broader stage of life. Sail on to
the new frontiers from now on!
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Wen Jiaqi, Aidi 2023 WACE graduate, moves her academic journey
to the next stage with her head held high as she just received two
prestigious university offers in March - one from the National University
of Singapore (QS World University Ranking #11) and one from the City
University of Hong Kong (QS World University Ranking #54) with a top
scholarship for international students covering four years of tuition fees,
totaling HK$740,000.

Jiagi scored 98.9 in ATAR (surpassing 98.9% of students across the
globe), the highest among her peers at Aidi. What's terrific is that she
chose the most difficult subjects - Math Methodology, Professional
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry to be examined. In her spare
time, she also attended many international competitions, won dozens of
awards, and enrolled in the Cornell University summer course.

Through talking to the teachers and people who know her, her persona
becomes even more specific to us - an optimistic, passionate, and tough
girl who sets her goals high and clear, and is willing to perish in the
pursuit of them. But on the contrary, she seems unwilling to trap herself
in those stereotypes, and she chooses to stand tall to face the infinities of
the future instead.

Through this article, we will unravel her marvelous journey to the National
University of Singapore, and her stories with “Data”.
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Already Nestled in Heart

Jiagi went through her “adaptation
period” at Aidi in Y10 after transferring
from a public school. Compared with
the struggling hours spent in study
and the tired faces she met every day
in public school, she found that this
place was brimmed with smiles.

With less than 20 students in each
class, form and academic teachers
can focus more on individuals. And
meanwhile, with a more enabling and
diverse environment and the student-
centered philosophy as the guiding
principle here, for the first time, she
felt that she was given the power to
navigate her path forward herself.

“Perhaps the differences stem from
the school’s founding commitment,”
said Jiaqi, “I'’ve become a more
confident person since | joined Aidi,
and I’'m also more able to manage my
own time.”

Aidi witnessed her rise in academics
during the past three years, and even
amid several online study periods due
to the pandemic, she still thrived to
pursue a better score. And the results
didn’t fail her, for sure.

Her original aspiration was simple
and clear - getting away from the
tedious exam-oriented education
and tons of assignments. But at
Aidi, she was surprised to find that
those assignments no longer looked
“crappy” to her.

Unlike the conventional way of study,
curriculum topics are tailored for
the overall knowledge in general
education, with the depth of
course content designed for ease
of progression and the scope of
knowledge that gradually widens with
each semester. So like playing Mario
Bros, she found that studying here
was of great fun.

c Sail on to the Dreamland that Is

In Y10 and Y11, Jiagi never attended
any extra tutorial classes because she
perceived the course arrangement
and study time were already abundant
inside the classroom.

Teachers describe her as a highly
productive and persistent student,
“Jiagi has a strong focus on study
and meanwhile she is a great leader
in the cohort. These are all important
qualities recognized by the National
University of Singapore.”

Speaking of the “unsupervised”
online study, Jiagi holds a different
viewpoint. “Through real-time
discussion, systematic online training
and intriguing curriculum design,
my scores have reached the new
heights.”
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“Furthermore, an unexpected gift
was unraveled alongside the online
study - | grew to be a self-motivated
independent learner. Through
this, my classmates and | gained
healthy learning habits and fostered
independent thinking, these are all
essential elements for becoming a
lifelong learner.”

No longer a child, Jiaqi became a
girl with firm eyes, clear goals and
a rational mindset. She crafted
her own path forward amid the
countless reflections toward herself
and the world. “Originally | thought |
would go back home for a job after
graduation, but who knows, now
I'm ready to veer off to the realm
of statistics somewhere across the
continent.”
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Jiagi has set statistics as her future
major early in her Y11.

Immediately upon entering senior
high, WACE Vice Principal Ma Lijuan
organized a one-on-one talk with
each and every student for their future
goal-setting. That’s exactly when
Jiagi began to think about her future
pathway. Initially, she narrowed down
her choices to math-related majors
since she prides herself on mastering
science subjects.

A person who cannot be ignored here
is her math teacher Xueying Zhang, a
discreet person who values academic
rigor and remains attentive to every
student’s needs. With her help, Jiaqi
has laid a solid science foundation
and meanwhile found pleasure in
learning mathematics.

e Statistics - Harness the Science Power
to Solve Real Life Problem

In addition to her academic expertise,
teacher Zhang also makes the
curriculum interesting and practical.
She gave examples of real-life
problems being solved through
science and digital literacy, and this
resonated with Jiaqi: “I realized the
value here, not just for high scores,
but also for solving problems, which
means a lot to me.”

As she began to understand statistics,
she enthused, “The application of
the literacy of statistics is universal,
like predicting the probability of a
plane’s delay and the probability of
precipitation, calculating the business
risk for companies and the maximum
loss they can take, solving biological
and public health problems and so on.
By harnessing the power of statistics,
they could all be solved.” Statistics

OFFER VOICE 2023

took root in her heart the first time she
encountered it.

To extend her knowledge, she
took a summer course at Cornell
University, from which she learned
more advanced theories and widened
her perspective. She learned some
practical skills like Python and R
language and tried to solve problems
in a more diverse way.

“We are entering the information era at
a fast pace and quantitative measures
can be taken in many ways to solve
problems. Face it, data speaks louder
than words under many scenarios.”
Jiagi wants to further explore this field
and tackle problems through statistics.

“Statistics and digital science will
dominate our upcoming 20 years,” she
said firmly.
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Institution Itself

Our lives are shaped by many
choices. The choices she made have
been worthwhile and have given her
great satisfaction, from choosing Aidi
WACE to studying statistics at the
University of Singapore.

“Here, | could freely explore the field
| like, discuss deeper with teachers in
the classroom, and if | found a new
solution, | could even be a teacher
myself to illustrate to them all, while my
true ‘teacher’ sat in the classroom with
others and gave me an approving look.”

“Advanced, knowledgeable, open-
minded, and humorous” are the
keywords when Jiagi described WACE
teachers, and they not only imparted
knowledge to her but also incubated
an inclusive and free learning
environment there.

Chemistry teacher Ding Xue makes a
name for herself with her crisp voice,
warm smile, and humorous style of
teaching.

e Faculty Quality Weighs More than

Physics teacher Hu Hai, known to his
students as “Brother Hai”, has a very
varied teaching style. He does not
confine his teaching to the classroom
but takes his students out for extra-
curricular activities. He is also as
relaxed as a friend. “He is exactly the
kind of teacher | admire because he
is so knowledgeable and at the same
time a friend to each of us,” said Jiaqi.

“I really enjoy studying here because
it suits my character, and | have never
felt restricted here, but rather so
liberated. Good emotions contribute a
lot to my studies,” she said, smiling.

It was here that she began to realize
that it was the teachers, not the
institutions, that really mattered -
other words, it was the people who
mattered most. A school can never
be “full” without a bonded community
consisting of teachers, students, and
parents.

In the middle of the application
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season, a surprise came her way -
the City University of Hong Kong
(QS #54) sent her an offer letter with
a scholarship worth CNY700,000.
Recently, universities in Hong Kong
have become top hits for domestic
students and their parents. Along with
that, the entry threshold has been
rising consistently and even students
with 3 A* got rejected.

Though Jiaqi couldn’t be more excited
about this news, she still sticks to
her original choice - the National
University of Singapore. This decision
is supported by her parents, “We
shouldn’t turn down the National
University of Singapore since it's such
a nice place.”

As she sets sail to Singapore, she
contacts many WACE alumni for
further information there. Instead of
being intimidated, her heart brims
with passion and excitement. She has
made the right choice at the right time.
Future, here she comes!

Wen Jiaqi

FNBENI XS
Mational University of Singapore

Fhitesdk \ %

Statisti

f% Imperial C
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Among the graduation cohort, Li Yuhang from Aidi GA12 is a perfect
example of turning the table - from a normal boy carrying obesity to a
budding talent who enrolled by the University and Manchester (QS #28)
and lost 60 kilograms, he only used 1 year.

Li Yuhang is a late bloomer. Without a brilliant mind and great talent, his
career seemed rather bleak 1 year ago. But it is never too late to start,
and now he is a strong finisher and ready to jump on a boat that will take
him to any distant shore.

He believes in starting small and growing over time. Success can be
attributed to ambition, a great opportunity, or a vision for the future. But
without solid effort, no one gets to the other side. So how did he make it
in such a short time?

We tell his story in this article and hope it will encourage more Aidiers to
strive for a better future.
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a Develop Multiple Interests
to Fulfill High School Life
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It is hard to imagine a more des-

pondent version of Li Yuhang - an
introverted, overweight boy with poor
academic performance. Every time
class was over, he would rush back
to his dormitory and never set foot
outside.

This situation continued until
disaster struck - he contracted a
serious illness in Y11 due to his
overweight and irregular lifestyle.
The doctors advised him to lose
weight immediately. That was when
his mother told him, “Aside from the
grades, the most important thing for
you now is to be healthy.”

For the first time, he could not help
but examine his condition, and he
realized that he was trapped by his
own laziness, along with a sense of
guilt rising from within: “I've let my
mother down. She always has high
expectations for me.”

So he started here. With regular
exercise, a strict diet, no sugar,
drinks, or snacks, his weight
dropped from 135 kilos to 75 kilos
in 6 months.

This really boosted his confidence.
He began to wonder if there was
anything else he could achieve
besides losing weight.

So he showed up at the host club,
hoping to push his limits.

To make sure there were no
“surprises”, he went through the
list of names and the host's script
a thousand times before going
on stage. Although it was not
compulsory to go off-script, he
memorized every line and practiced
every facial expression in front of
a mirror. His efforts did not fail him
in the end, as evidenced by the
thunderous applause that greeted
him each time he left the stage.

Since joining the club, he has chaired
2 major events and 1 medium-
sized event on campus. “I know that
these are all school events, but |
still appreciate these opportunities. |
feel that they are great opportunities
for me to practice my emergency

response capabilities. | should be
agile and highly flexible to defuse
any accidents that might happen on
stage.”

Now he has grown into a mature
and confident host on stage who
has influenced many people with his
great skills and calm personality.

In his spare time, unlike in junior high
when he failed to show any talent
in sports, he tried multiple sports
and fell in love with basketball. “Aidi
just has this enabling and athletic
atmosphere that prompts you to
get going. | can always find my
companions here to battle on the
same ground.”

Through all those trials and errors,
he builds up his resiliency and
confidence which are easily captured
in his eyes. “| has been told to
remain unsettled all the time by my
own experience. Be ambitious and
get going now, you are much bigger
than you think.”
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e From Average to the

University of Manchester

What really impresses him is the improvement in his
grades, which leads him straight to the University of
Manchester. But his efforts behind the scenes are not to be
overlooked.

In Y11, Yuhang decided to switch from the A-Level
curriculum to GA 12 due to the difficulty of the course. Little
did he know that this would be the turning point in his life.

“At first, | thought GA12 was an easier way to get into the
QS Top100 universities, but later | started to wonder if |
could do better. It was here that Yuhang met many of his
peers who shared his ambition: “Our GA12 got a total of 8
offers from Manchester, including mine, so | suppose the
trick here is the supportive environment, which is crucial for
us to get better results.”

And he confessed that he did have an “adaptive phase”
when he first joined GA12, but fortunately, he was helped
by many others.

For example, when his first monthly exam approached, he
realized that he could not retain all the knowledge he had
acquired. For a tactile learner like him, there was no better
shortcut but to stick to every bullet point in the books and
do lots of exercises.

“The learning atmosphere created by our teachers is
always inspiring and relaxing, allowing us to develop
different ways of thinking,” he said. “and more importantly,
they help you build your confidence. Like me, even though
| failed the first two exams, my teachers never gave up on
me and encouraged me to keep going.”

Memories are still vivid when he recalls the time of
preparing exams. “My teachers gave me examination
papers from 2016 to 2020, and | went through them one by
one and consulted them every time | had questions, and
you know, they were astonished seeing me complete all
that. There was a time when | started learning from 6:30 in
the morning until 10 at night. | know deeply that I'm not that
kind of smart fella, so | have to work twice as hard to get
there.”

In the end, he made immense progress in academics and
entering the top 3 in the last examinations. God will never
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let down those who have talent and pays great effort - he
ended his high school with a prestigious offer from the
University of Manchester.

For the old friends he made back at BSE, he never cut the
ties with them. “Some were admitted to Imperial College,
some to University College London, and some to Edinburgh.
They are excellent youngsters in my eyes, and even now,
they never cease the effort to strive for a better future. This
has stimulated me to extend my boundaries. | hope the time
of reunion will not be far in the UK, where we can talk about
the time we spent together.”
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to March Forward

Out of curiosity for the world of
business and how it applies to real
practice, Yuhang chose Business
Administration as his major. He
couldn’t be happier after he knew
his acceptance by the University of
Manchester. But not long after that,
he calmed down and planned for the
path forward. “University acceptance
is a starting button to unlock a
venture forward.”

He told us that the University of
Manchester evaluated candidates
much more strictly than other
institutions, thus he had to strive to
achieve 20 scores higher than others
to guarantee a seat there. “He is
a self-motivated person and brave
enough to step out of his comfort
zone.” And he made it, he embraces
a brand new self with clear goals
now.

Drawing on his own experience, he
candidly gave us some practical
advice during the interview, including
how to manage study and time
effectively and how to stay self-
motivated. A simple excerpt follows:

“Find your true passion instead of
following others. My family made
some backup plans for me during
my low tide, but thank God | didn’t
choose those shortcuts in the end
because | believe that life is a long
journey, we shouldn’t give up at the
beginning. As human beings, we
have every right to navigate our own
lives in every way.

It depends on which parts you want
to improve. As for me, | wanted to
improve my ability of expression, so
| joined the host club; | wanted to
improve my academics but found that
A-Level was no longer a good fit for
me, so | turned to GA12. As for other
problems beyond my capabilities, |
would seek help from teachers. What

9 | May Never Cease the Steps

| mean is that you are always the
master of your own destiny and the
meaning of your life lies in how you
make it.”

Li Yuhang’s aura of sunshine,
self-confidence, and sense of
responsibility has grown brighter
and brighter. From a mediocre
student to one of the top three in
his class, from a “silent” junior high
school student to an expressive and
versatile performer, from being in his
world alone in the past to having a
group of partners working together to
improve ....... Li Yuhang admits that
he has undergone many unexpected
transformations on his journey to
adulthood at Aidi School and that he
likes the different version of himself
now.

“If you get to know him, you will
find he is much more mature than
other young lads. He knows exactly
what he is doing now, both in life
and in academics,” his teachers
once commented on him as so, and
they are so glad that this calm and
disciplined boy gets what he wants in
the end.

At Aidi, we believe that developing
resilience is even more important
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than achieving high scores. For
Yuhang, the encouragement and love
of his family, friends and teachers
helped to rebuild his confidence;
the opportunities provided by
extracurricular activities developed
his strengths; the hardships and
failures he experienced made him
tougher and a more self-regulated
person.

In light of all the mentioned factors,
we believe he is well-prepared, both
mentally and physically, to veer off to
the realm of the unknown!
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Speaking of curve wreckers, stereotypes of a group of high-achieving
students wearing thick bifocals with a book in their hands at all times
arise, but after you know the story of a super scholar at Aidi, you may
find the stereotypes rather rigid.

Wang Jiayi, an outstanding graduate of Beijing Aidi School British Senior
Education, is the one who breaks through the ceiling - not only does he
excel academically with most subjects ranked A*, TOFEL scoring 112,
and admission to UCL, but he also has a great vision for this world and a
strong willingness to contribute to his motherland and other communities.

As he sails on, a future of mysterious unknown is ready to unfold.
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extensive reading

In Y7, Jiayi made his way to Aidi, and the inclusiveness and
openness here paved the way for his academic success.

Students here have to formulate their research objectives
and write reports on them after reading thousands of pages
of dissertations. Obviously, self-motivated students are
more suited to this type of learning. Jiayi adapted to this
environment very quickly: “I used to fetch answers from
others, but now | find them all by myself.”

Teachers who taught him hold great impressions about him
since he is the most insightful student in the classroom with
profound thought.

The first economics book he ever read is called Principles
of Navigating Big Debt Crises, which has led him to an
unknown and fascinating field. From the book, he learned
how the subprime crisis shocked the world economy and
the measures taken by the states to tackle it. Besides,
relevant knowledge about the impact of macro-economy
interference and economic theories is also revealed in
the book. And from the moment he touched the book, his
passion for economics was triggered immediately.

Throughout his secondary school study, besides classroom
learning, he also read a lot of extracurricular books.
Reading a book is like talking to a sage, through which
he gradually formed his point of view on this practical and
theoretical subject. “I learned how to analyze by developing
models and hypotheses through Mankiw's Principles of
Economics. To better understand the subprime crisis
that happened in 2008, | read Financial Crisis by Davis,
which illuminated my way to find the causes of the crisis.
Meanwhile, | learned about Thatcherism, also from this
book. And I've come to the conclusion that no one should
be blamed for being part of a financial crisis since it
influenced the whole society and no individual could get
away from it.”

Extensive reading has also built his competence in writing
and critical thinking.

He achieved almost full scores in every essay in the
economics class, and one of them with a length of 3000
words is highly praised by his economics teacher: “This
essay is terrific, and can be even called a model essay in
my class since it connects the dots between much abstract
financial knowledge and explains them through real-life
phenomenons.”

No doubt, Jiayi is very talented and has been recognized by
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ﬂ Interest in learning economics is driven by

many teachers. His passion for economics and persistence
in reading and thinking have practiced his critical and
logical thinking and also prompted him to look from a
greater perspective.
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e Stock management, photo-taking, and translation,
Jiayi is determined to seek an all-round development.
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Maybe now you think you are
confident enough to frame him as a
super scholar, but hold your horses,
he may also surprise you in other
ways.

Focused, but not single-minded;
persistent, but never self-contained.

During the online study period due to
the pandemic lockdown, he started
to set foot in the US stocks and
futures. After trial and error, he built
his own statistical models based on
macroeconomic fundamentals, capital
flows, and the markets. The invention
allowed him to predict the market and
make adjustments afterward, and
with no doubt, it worked. It worked so
well that he even beat the Standard
& Poor's $500 index, achieving 55%
and 40% profitability in 2020 and 2021
respectively.

In interdisciplinary studies, he
likes to find connections between
mathematics and economics, for
example, proofs of profit maximization
based on the differential, uniform price
elasticity of demand, and proofs that
the marginal rate of substitution is the
ratio of the marginal utility function.

Besides, he also shares an interest in
the link between math and chemistry,
like using integrodifferential equations
to infer the form of the reaction rate
equation. His solid understanding of
math has contributed to his winning in
the UK Chemistry Olympiad and the
Australian Science Olympiad.

His interest in learning the computer
was “born” during junior high
school when he started learning C
programming language and built
an online game server and some
small Internet projects. Deep inside
he knew it was essential to solidify
computer knowledge to better serve
the statistical analysis and risk-
management model setting. He has
also been involved in a video series
translation program on YouTube,
leading a team of volunteered
translators. Through a well-planned
publishing scheme, this channel has
attracted more than 50 thousand
subscribers in the last 3 years.

Apart from striving for academic
excellence, he has also developed
a keen interest in photography. The
camera is a portal for him to record
the fine moments and beautiful stuff

in life, either small animals, fireworks,
ripples, or other minor beings, they
are all captured by him.

As we grow up, some choose to stick
to their original aspirations and follow
the fixed routine, while others would
never be framed and are always in
pursuit of a life full of possibilities. No
doubt Jiayi is the latter type. In the
eyes of others, he is a “goer” who
always wants to try new things, but
only he knows that his “utopia” has
been found, right there waiting for him.

“I would like to try anything that has a
meaning or interests me,” he said.

Even Zoujing, principal of Beijing
Aidi School British Senior Education
resonated with him on this point:
“Wang Jiayi is a great young adult
always bracing for challenges in new
territories.”

Curiosity is the original inspiration
for a person to dive deeper into a
field, although this human nature
has often been overlooked. He is a
walking testimony to Aidi’s teaching
philosophy: remain curious to embrace
new knowledge.
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9 To influence, to help,

and to lead the community

Speaking to the teachers and students who are acquainted
with him, we found that the deepest impression he left on
them is his great contributions to the community, rather
than the academic scores.

Jiayi is used to taking notes and categorizing them on
OneNote with different labels so that he can find them
easily later. His discreetness in learning could be traced
from this small act.

He told us the reason why he kept on note-taking was that
the knowledge he gained through classes could be easily
digested in a way like this. He forged his great competence
in learning through mastering every knowledge point.

Besides his academic prowess, he is also a youngster who
cares about our world and the society. In a class discussion
about the COVID-19 impact and the global financial crisis
caused because of it, he was eager to do something to
help. “Amid the previous financial crisis, many measures
were taken by the US to tackle it including providing
excessive loans for financial institutions and government
organizations, however, they have been proven no longer
effective for the case related to COVID-19.”

As recommended by his teacher, he participated in an
essay competition organized by the London School of
Economics and Political Science with this subject as his
research goal. He dived deeper into the cause of inflation
after the global pandemic and leveraged many tools to find
ways to ease the economic slump, however, he felt that his
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Wang Jiayi’s note
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current knowledge base could no longer lead him further
to a complete plan to tackle the crisis. “So in the university,
I will come up with more innovative and multifaceted
measures and if possible, | hope | could be a part of the
contributors to the healthy development of our world
economy.”

In terms of personality, he may seem a bit introverted to
people who don’'t know him well, but the fact is quite the
opposite - he always tries to help and influence others.

“We have been friends since | was in BSE, and he often
illuminates me with his brilliant mind. In life, he is a great
talker, we barely keep anything from each other. In fact,
he is my role model, my beacon, and | remain thankful
whenever | think of him,” said Li Yuhang, who was admitted
by the University of Manchester this year.

We bet that no one could resist being his friend. Aside
from his academic prowess, he is always willing and
ready to help, and the impact he has on the community is
immeasurable.

Looking back, Jiayi could not be more grateful to the teachers
and students who have helped him. Most of all, he thanks Aidi
for providing such an inclusive environment and rich soil for
him to grow from a tiny seed into a towering tree.

Only in an environment that suits you can you achieve
better growth and development. That’s what he believes,
and so do we. Besides, the tenacity which has been carved
into his soul will lead him through countless obstacles in
the future. For the future, we hope all is well for him, and
we are sure that more brilliant stories are about to come!
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Another year of graduation has come as time flies. Wang Yushun, who
transferred from a public school to Aidi in Grade 9, never thought he
would have such a rich experience in the past three years.

He fought side by side with his peers and finished tons of assignments
and exams in the classroom and dormitory; he brainstormed with
members of the club he founded and composed various bizarre
storylines; he took strolls leisurely on the campus, enjoying the glorious
view of the sunset, while acquired endless medals and honors in
competitions; he was addicted to the deployment and welding of the
scattered parts of the drone, with the sporadic sparks emerging like his

— GBS (SRS RS, B2

overflowing creative inspiration...

This outstanding graduate of Beijing Aidi School is about to start a new
chapter at the University of Edinburgh (Top15 in the QS World University
Rankings). The three-year experience in Aidi undoubtedly laid a solid
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foundation for him while he moves towards a broader life and future.

r

59



60

OFFER VOICE 2023

O NFEEREEATAMN,

R BIRARRIPIEREh FIEA

FHERREMANBFIRE
BB, THERECHIE, it
EXHEAN. NFE. BE
M- FEHRIE RS, RES
X E Y FRHIR IS ZE KK
BT, SN RSEE LS
EhE KRR, EiEFEIERE
HME

KKE, ttBTEKRE
&, REAE-ZREAN. 18
LEF2EXTANHZEAE, B4A
EANMEN L ESHESLMA S
BERIERE,

WEMT, EEBFENLE
RTYKRERN, FraxtbEik
ZR. Bl RHESHEEHM,
BIA-RIIRERBMREPR
BENHD, tEEEELE,
FINMEIRE, MEGERREIHAE
MBEBFIgE. E—RREE.
HERANFESIREFEET
*, TREEVREHEEZIMAS,

‘HEBCHEREEARR
BENTANNE Rt HE
CHREERIRSG - EFIEE
BRIENEXRFREN, BRY

RERZ SR BHAEXH
AE, FrERERE —ENE
Mo Ft, WERAIGEMBE/L
BHEE, FEFELSWIEER
KAIR, 1LIRBYF S REGSIRF
TF&. 7

RINAE—REANNI
BILEERERNERESS,
‘ERAEETRZER SHE—
PRIRE, RAEBRCAHERN
WNAY, IAFBEMGEIR, |
KHYBHR AT BETE AN = —KIRTE
b, EREBLRETT, BRM
SMERIREFIBTEMPERE T, FIRE
MEEMFAHESREBAR,
TRRRED, BRERREBER
A&, W7ERHT e —EEMEX
B R, 7

BEELXAN—=RBAE,
tHhRZIECS—RRANHT, £
R HEREEE .

BMER B M F A RIRE
TANA R E 55570 BTN EEE
BRA—RIER. BtHARERS
BEMEMEHNIE R REMN
B, THTRHANIEESH
R, EEMEEEX.

REERN i E A s 4: PR -
B, RIEEINRFIBANBEFIE
BEMBERENARESRNRY
HEATFAREENSISME,
XIRT ZRRREFILEXF
BB, 7 EHE5REE SRR
BXHERXEFE, “B—R%
BRI, BREANES
TRESHAES BY AN ) e DR ECIX
BERN. EEEEFSMHE
5. WIERERE, RAIBF
TR NBCREFEMERAIM
o 7

0 From LEGO construction to DIY drones,

he becomes a self-driven problem-solver.

Wang Yushun has long been
interested in electronic equipment,
especially in building them by himself.
He enjoyed the process of assembling
models of helicopters, cars, and
cranes, during which he learned the
general internal structure of various
machines. He got excited when the
assembled Lego car loaded with
batteries start moving.

As he grew up, a higher objective of
assembling a drone arose. Self-made
UAVs are more cost-effective and
better at performance than a full set
of UAVs or DJI drones.

Wang Yushun searched tons of
information online, comparing and
matching various parts. However,
those were only the easiest parts of
the journey. He also had to learn to
draw wiring diagrams, solder, and
debug electronic equipment. Beyond
that, how to persist in the insipid and
arduous learning process is the part

that tests Wang Yushun the most.

“I have to choose and match different
types of UAV bodies and components
and build the control system by
myself. It’s difficult to understand the
basic principles of remote control
which involves physics and computer-
related content. Therefore, | read the
materials thoroughly, and acquired
related knowledge such as connection
and code matching, so that my study
can go on smoothly.”

Assembling a UAV successfully
is much more difficult than Wang
Yushun imagined. “The test flight is a
big project. You don’t know whether
it's assembled correctly. The drone
could fall to the ground, breaking its
internal circuit, but it is difficult for
me to judge the malfunction without
disassembling it. The process is
cumbersome, but it is also fulfilling to
overcome obstacles encountered one
after another.”
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As the drone took shape gradually,
Wang Yushun became increasingly
confident.

Although the drone didn’t meet the
standard he imagined due to the
limitation of objective conditions,
it doesn’t mean the experience is
worthless. This process of trying is a
breakthrough and meaningful in itself.

“I gradually realize how basic electronic
devices and circuits form complex
systems and are applied in various
aspects of daily life through hands-on
practice, which deepens my interest
in exploring the discipline of electronic
engineering.” Wang Yushun wrote in
his application letter, “Once | saw a
video about drones helping people
complete various tasks such as logistics
distribution, high-altitude observation,
and information transmission during
a special period. It was at that time
that | determined to pursue electronic
engineering in the future.”
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e The “competition prodigy ” who won dozens of international

academic competitions across multiple disciplines

Not being afraid of challenges and constantly challenging
himself is another important characteristic that contributes to
Wang Yushun’ s continuous improvement.

During high school, he almost participated in all 30+
international academic competitions of Aidi, including
but not limited to mathematics, physics, chemistry, and
computer, and won gold awards in UKCHO, BPHO (Global
Gold Award), and ACSL. He was only 0.7 points away from
winning the Super Gold Award in BPHO. Teachers and
classmates jokingly called him the “competition prodigy”.

Those competitions are of profound significance in promoting
academic and interdisciplinary learning ability, and the
capacity to creatively utilize knowledge, as well as providing
students with diverse perspectives and insightful thinking
approaches. All the precious qualities have been fully
demonstrated by Wang Yushun.

Among them, his biggest accomplishment is his self-driven
enthusiasm to learn and the sense of responsibility he holds
for the world.

Wang Yushun’s most fulfilling competition experience
was the independent research conducted at the London
International Youth Science Forum.

At that time, Zhengzhou was facing the worst precipitation
ever due to the Lania effect and subtropical high pressure.
He explored ways to prevent heavy rain in mountainous
areas from harming people’s lives and safety.

He independently conducted research, planned schemes,
designed experiments and used statistical methods to
determine experimental results, in order to simulate and
compare the impact of rainwater on different housing

structures and layouts.

The increasingly frequent precipitation in recent years
has made rural areas without complete infrastructure
facilities vulnerable, and people cannot be rescued in time
because of the complicated terrain. He intended to prevent
potential crises and design a set of self-rescue methods
for villagers.

Wang Yushun was not an armchair strategist, instead, he
had a complete and feasible plan covering aspects such
as rural house arrangement structure, extreme climate
prediction, drainage channel design, and environmental
terrain utilization.

In the end, Wang Yushun won the Gold Award from the
London International Youth Forum for his detailed survey,
well-founded research, and impeccable plan.

Wang Yushun knows that he needs to master not only
mathematics and physics, but also thermodynamics,
electromagnetics, optics, and special relativity, to become
a qualified engineer. “| look forward to conducting in-depth
experiments and studies that integrate them in various
engineering contexts.”

“He is down-to-earth while dares to practice.” One of his tutor
said, “He intends to apply everything he learned to the real
world, so he has been learning proactively and exploring
ways to bring positive effects with technology.”

Accepted by one of the most prestigious universities in the
world, his future is far beyond that. “Wang Yushun is so calm,
surefooted, and courageous.” Zou Jing, the vice principal of
Aidi BSE, was also impressed by him. “He is a vibrant young
man willing to take challenges and make breakthroughs.”
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"Living a rich and rewarding life in the
past three years.”

Wang Yushun has been busy with classes, competitions,
DIY drones, and other hands-on practices.

When patrticipating in the BPhO competition, Wang Yushun
did exercises every day while participating in the Turing
Society to gain computer knowledge such as algorithm
structure. “There is a strong learning atmosphere in the
British High School. We influence each other in thinking,
learn from each other in experience, supervise each other
in learning, and solve problems for each other. Although
the process is not easy, | deeply miss the feeling of
collective learning where we influence each other and grow
individually.”

Apart from studying, Wang Yushun also enjoys
entertainment. He is a fan of board games. He once
organized a Tabletop Role-playing game club. Although this
club is temporarily closed due to objective reasons, he has
done the hardest part. He is the one who dares to dream
and practice.

With this idea, he immediately wrote an club application
letter, designed the club logo and made recruiting posters
together with other members, and about 60 students came
for the club interview.

After recruitment, Wang Yushun conducted thorough
training for each member. TRPG is a game form with very
complicated rules and a high entry threshold. It is not easy
to impart the gameplay to people who have zero experience
with it so that they have a deep understanding of the rules
and the game. And Wang Yushun did it.

With the club established, he and the members often
discussed and analyzed the strategy of the game, and
ultimately completed a short story with a length of 30,000
words.

“I never thought | would have such a rich experience in the
past three years.” Wang Yushun said. This kind of learning
environment is hard to imagine in public schools. “Everything
I've experienced, whether it's success or failure, has shaped
who | am now.”

During the interview, Wang Yushun told us that he has three
siblings who are all in Aidi. His elder brother is currently
a sophomore in chemical engineering at Imperial College
London.
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Wang Yushun indicated that his brother set an example for
him and inspired him to turn thoughts into actions. Wang
Yushun, as an outstanding graduate this year, will also pass
on the power and bring infinite positive influence to Aidi
students!

Wang Yushun’s growth story demonstrates his unique
qualities - diligent in practice, keen on exploration, and open
in mind. Whether in high school or college, there are so
many things he truly loves and excels at aside from learning,
making his life full of balance and fun. He always dares to try
and take risks, and set clear objectives for his life that he’ll
firmly and continuously make efforts to achieve.

This is exactly why we always insist on looking at education
from a long-term perspective. We hope that Aidi students can
not only graduate with excellent academic results, but also
reap a fruitful life and undertake their due missions. We wish
them to have the strength to excel and at the same time live
a happy life.
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We interviewed Wang Bingxuan in early summer, a girl wearing a plain
T-shirt with a smiling face under the mask. She is energetic, outgoing
and expressive, with a far more mature and independent mind than her
peers. There is a feeling of realness and vividness in her.

Wang Bingxuan started her journey at Aidi since kindergarten. From
primary school to Aidi WACE, she kept growing under the support of her
dearest teachers and classmates. She knows every corner of Aidi School
and this is like another home for her.

PIIOA &Yl Buloeiquug pue swealq Buljjiiing
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She has been bringing continuous surprises throughout her studying
experience at Aidi. She has become more sunny and confident, and also
gained extraordinary growth and success, receiving offers from multiple
prestigious universities, including UC Irvine, UC Davis, University of
Melbourne, and Australian National University. She demonstrates
valuable qualities through her dedication to learning, love for life, and
pursuit of dreams.
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It's not possible to summarize her journey in a few words, so this article
is dedicated to introducing the background story of her success from
different perspectives.

r
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“Golden drums and painted bugles
started pounding. Break the Fortress
to Heaven! My soaring aspiration
is to waken...The bandit chief and
fighters are worthless dummy clowns.
With one sword, | can block attacking
soldiers a million....”

When chatting about whether she
likes to binge-watch, Wang Bingxuan
unexpectedly replied that her favorite
is “Mu Guiying Takes Command”, a
classic Peking Opera repertoire.

In the current era of trendy dramas
and celebrity gossip, Peking Opera, a
national art with a certain threshold of
appreciation, is gradually abandoned
by the young generation. However,
this young “post-05” digs it, and she
would wait to see the Peking opera
programs every Spring Festival Gala.

Her interest in Peking Opera stems
from Aidi’'s Peking Opera courses.
She has been studying with Peking
Opera teacher Wang Li from Aidi
since primary school. In addition
to acquiring basic Peking Opera
techniques, she also has access to
traditional cultural knowledge, as well
as explanations on facial makeup and
costumes.

She kept taking courses until the third
year of junior high school, and the
seeds of national quintessence have
already been planted in her heart.

° A Peking opera professional dazzling with
confidence and grace

“Peking opera enhances my aesthetics
and all-around cultural literacy. No
matter what | do or where | go in the
future, I'm always under its profound
influence, reminding me of my roots.”
Wang Bingxuan said with pride.

Dressed in fancy costumes with water
sleeves, Wang Bingxuan portrayed
various classic characters as Qingyi
and Huadan. She has been a shining
star on the stage since she was a
child, participating in performances
in Children's Day Carnival, Summer
Carnival, Aidi’s 20th Anniversary
Celebration, and Poly Theater every
year.

Benefited from the experience of
Peking Opera, she has gradually
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grown into a confident, bright, and
cheerful girl.

Whether it is performing in campus
activities, expressing her own opinions
on and off the stage, stating the pros
and cons of strategies accurately and
sharply at business competitions,
introducing Chinese culture confidently
and fluently to foreign guests, or acting
as the team-leader in the study tour,
she has proved that every experience
is worthwhile with her excellent
grades, outstanding expression
ability, and diversified development.
These experiences and opportunities
broadened her horizons, allowing her
to embrace a wider world with more
possibilities, and eventually making her
a shining star on and off the stage.
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e A Future-oriented business leader with a global

perspective, determined to seek new opportunities

race

Subijeet 1 carning g inn:;.nliw"‘
Enterprise, f’ﬁﬁiﬂiﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂ E']E

Wang Bingxuan discovered her
interest in business in junior high
school.

This enlightenment of interest comes
from the influence of her junior high
school business teacher Zhang Da.
That was the first time she got access
to professional, comprehensive and
enlightening business knowledge,
allowing her to view the world from
a whole new perspective. “Instead
of just learning how transactions
are carried out, why the figures
in the financial statements reflect
the operation of the enterprise, or
what guides entrepreneurs to make
decisions, it has taught me more
to look at things with a business
mindset.”

Under the guidance of Aidi’s
admission advisor, Wang Bingxuan
determined her professional direction
in economics and accounting.

After entering Aidi WACE, she took
accounting courses, learned to
keep accounts accurately, and got
a better understanding and mastery

e
e

of enterprise loan and debit related
knowledge.

In Grade 10, she was accepted into
the PBL program with the highest
interview score, hoping to build a
sustainable business by combining
economics, business, accounting,
and computer science.

She collected and read extensive
document literature, trying to analyze
the global economy from a more
professional perspective before the
official launch of the project. She
also acquired computer skills like 3D
modeling and decided to use data
and models to present products more
accurately and fast.

In the final project, Wang Bingxuan
designed a fully intelligent nursing
home construction plan located in
Fiji, considering all aspects including
environmental comfort, safety, and
nursing reliability. Under the current
circumstances of global aging,
she hopes to provide a place for
entertainment and relaxation for the
elderly, letting them enjoy life after
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retirement. The social significance of
this project has been well-received by
students and teachers.

In the WYEF business competi-
tion,she led six team members
to overcome obstacles in the
commercial battlefield, fully
participating in aspects including
product design, business proposal,
manufacturing, and marketing. She
solicited sponsorship and partnership
among nearly 200 teams, composed
speeches, made plans, and
eventually led the team to winning in
the roadshow.

“These activities taught me the
essence of leadership which is
not only to know how to organize,
plan, and lead, but also to take
responsibility.” She mentioned those
unforgettable days with a smile. “The
process was tough. We worked hard
from dawn to dusk, revising PPTs
and speeches. But the harvest is
also huge. | have gained a broader
business vision, and | hope to
make positive contributions with my
professional knowledge in the future.”
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Wang Bingxuan doesn’t think she is gifted. Compared with
business and economics, mathematics always seems a bit
obscure to her.

However, she still achieved excellent marks in Mathematical
Methods and Specialized Mathematics.

She attributes her success to the relaxing learning
atmosphere in math class. “Our math teacher encourages
us to ask questions freely during and after class. Our
communication is direct and individualized. We also
frequently share, discuss, and exchange ideas with our
peers, sharing good problem-solving methods.” She said.

In an atmosphere of mutual respect, her enthusiasm for
mathematics was ignited and she began to improve through
setbacks and mistakes. She also actively helped other
classmate, and in return gained a deeper understanding
in the process of explaining. In this way, difficult problems
were solved one by one, and her math score improved by 30
points!

At the same time, she is also hardworking. During the
epidemic, she still strictly stuck to her time schedule. She
would motivate herself by doing a set of simple exercises
after finishing two difficult math papers. In this way, she
almost finished all the mock test questions in three years.

The university application results are the rewards of her
efforts. She landed multiple offers from world-renowned
universities, including UC Irvine, UC Davis, University of
Melbourne, and Australian National University, drawing a
perfect conclusion for the 12 years of study at Aidi.

She is undoubtedly an extraordinary student in the eyes
of her teachers. Sensitive and eager to learn, she is a role
model for her peers; responsible and obliging, she actively
serves and helps other students, even though she is one
year younger than most of them; versatile and sophisticated,
she shines in various campus activities...

Most importantly, she is positive and sincere, and there is a
“lively” vibe exuded in her.

What she’ll miss most at Aidi are her teachers and
classmates. “We are like friends with teachers, and the
whole class is like a big family. There is no need for strict
discipline and constant supervision. Everyone has the
initiative and goals of learning, and we support and warm
each other.”

“I’'m grateful to everyone | met on the journey, for they
brought me where | am now.” There are classmates who

OFFER VOICE 2023

e A studious, inquisitive, and thoughtful girl landing multiple offers

fought together and supported her, the head teacher Shang
Zhen who encouraged and motivated her, the mathematics
teacher Zhang Xueying and Song Lina who patiently
lectured her, and teachers who helped revise her personal
statement. The sincere friendship forged in youth will
accompany her for life.

The graduation ceremony came to an end as the melodious
music echoed in the auditorium, and the graduates stood
side by side on the stage wearing ribbons and holding
flowers. Wang Bingxuan, as the representative of the
graduates, sang together with the others, sending their
gratitude and best wishes.

Thinking of leaving the campus where she has lived for
several years, Wang Bingxuan was full of reluctance. Maybe
she will still remember the good times at Aidi many years
later: studying in the warm and bright classroom, uniting and
cooperating in PBL project-based learning, laughing with
classmates, discussing heatedly with teachers, running and
sweating at the playground, or riding the roller coaster at the
spring trip at Happy Valley...

Surrounded by gratitude and blessings, the 2023 graduation
ceremony came to an end. A brighter future will arrive as she
hopes. Sail on by and keep moving forward!
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Zha Guangzhao, from Aidi ASE, is a diamond in the rough. She may not
be the one that is most eloquent or with the best painting techniques,
however, she has her own unique and precious way of artistic expression
and her works have a unique style and vitality. She spent her three years
of high school in the epidemic and faced great difficulties while still
getting admitted to her dream school, Rhode Island School of Design.

She thinks profoundly with great insight into life and is always willing to
discover and experience new things. The knowledge acquired from the
humanities makes her artistic expression more broad and diverse. Her
story demonstrates that if you find something you love and stick to it, you
will harvest a wonderful life.
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0 Grow and express flexibly in a free

and loving environment

There is an exhibition of students’ artworks next to the
green land on the campus. Some are colorful, some
are simple, and some are of profound meanings. Those
paintings are full of vitality, revealing students’ observations
of life and capacity for self-expression. Among them,
several are Zha Guangzhao’s works.

She came to Aidi in junior high school, and the artworks
she created in the last 6 years have been posted all over
the campus, making great contributions to the cultural
atmosphere at Aidi.

Zha Guangzhao has shown interest in painting since
she was a kid. She likes to use the brush to present the
rich colors and extraordinary fantasies of her inner free
paradise, creating a wonderful world with lines and colors.

However, for her, art is not just a visual skill, but also
a concept and perspective to re-examine daily life, a
“language” that expresses what she sees and hears in a
personalized and subjective way.

She remembers the painting drawn during the epidemic
a few years ago, which depicts the special period that
influenced her deeply. “During that time, | saw the hard
work of medical workers from news reports, and the
fearlessness in their eyes impressed me, so | picked up
the brush, hoping to express my admiration for them.” Zha
Guangzhao said.

It’s hard to imagine this heroic work was created by such
a gentle girl. Inspired by the “anti-epidemic” stories in the
news, she demonstrated the firm belief of medical workers
by focusing on portraying their eyes. She was attentive and
scrupulous, making the painting exhibited as an excellent
work in the “Aidi School Motto Helps Me Facing the
Epidemic Correctly” event.

Another heartwarming portfolio of hers focuses on “family”,
inspired by the line “Dad’s flower has fallen, and | am no
longer a child” from My Memories of Old Beijing. The line
comforted Zha Guangzhao when she was anxious about
leaving home and the unknown future. “Separation is
something everyone has to deal with. | am about to leave
my family on a long voyage, just like this flower that will
fall and drift alone after blooming. But there’s nothing to
be afraid of. The love and support from our family is our
strongest armor, always accompanying us to exploring the
unknown future.” Zha Guangzhao used flowers to represent
people in simple illustrations to depict this mental journey,
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hoping to give solace and strength to young people in the
same situation, telling them that the support and love of
family have great strength even when they are not around,
so don't be afraid and march forward courageously.

Her family encourages her to pursue her passion. “Every
child has his own rhythm of growth and they are the ones to
take control of it. We believe in her to manage her own stuff
and give her space. Parents just need to be there for them.”
Zha Guangzhao’s parents suggested.

This respectful and free educational concept is in line with
that of Aidi. There is full of respect and laughter both in her
family and at school, empowering this talented girl to thrive
in both the fields of academics and art. Growing up in such
a relaxed and supportive environment, her artistic talent has
been stimulated, enabling her to express and create more
freely and flexibly.
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e Her passion for the humanities

enables her to express from diverse
perspectives

“What are the characteristics of modern artistic expression
during the Republican period?”

“What are the differences between aesthetic images of
Chinese mythology and Greek mythology?”

This girl who likes the humanities once imagined that she
would become an archaeologist, exploring the flow of the
vast river of history.

Aidi ASE offers dozens of AP humanities and mathematics
courses, giving students eager to dabble in more subjects
great freedom to choose and explore different fields. Zha
Guangzhao took several elective courses including AP
History, AP Geography, and AP Literature. She likes to
gain more knowledge and promote her capacity in the
humanities from various fields such as culture, society, art,
literature, and psychology, thus understanding the world
from more perspectives and layers.

She especially enjoys the literature class. Students
read and discuss extensive world anthologies under the
guidance and help of the teacher. Reading, analyzing, and
discussing have significantly improved Zha Guangzhao’s
critical thinking ability.

Zha Guangzhao told us that her favorite book is The
Catcher in the Rye, a literary work about ideals and reality,
innocence and maturity. She resonated greatly with this
book when she was hesitant and confused.
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Reading in English is not an easy task for Zha Guangzhao,
however, the difficulty aroused her interest even more. In
grade 11, she did extensive and in-depth reading when
discussing the topic of freedom and openness in class.
Every step she takes is steadfast. Her thirst for social
knowledge and her extreme demands on details enable her to
continuously improve herself through learning and observing.

Zha Guangzhao also took AP History, a more demanding
but interesting course. This subject cultivates students’
analytical and critical abilities and tests students’
understanding of political, economic, social, and cultural
issues in different eras and cultural backgrounds. She
also took AP Geography, which covers a lot of culture-
related content. She did research independently and wrote
a research report on the development of art in different
regions in the early Republican period.

The humanities have long been considered a shortcoming
in the process of Chinese students applying to foreign
universities. The challenges not only exist in students’
English proficiency, but also in the culture behind those
subjects. However, she has done a good job and has been
progressing through self-exploration and self-analysis.
She refuses to be deceived by public voices and symbolic
phenomena. The humanities bring diverse perspectives,
enabling her to explore something deep.

And Zha Guangzhao also tries to connect human history
and art to build diverse artistic and cultural expressions,
especially to understand the background knowledge and
sort out the logical framework, so as to formulate research
plans. The new perspectives brought by different disciplines
have also inspired her to understand art differently. With the
encouragement and care of her teachers, Zha Guangzhao
is growing into a future artist capable of independent
exploration, critical reflection, and self-management.
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e Go beyond the boundaries to create

captivating stories with brushes

The Rhode Island School of Design has
extremely high entry requirements.
Although she hasn’t specialized in
sketching or oil painting, she still
stands out because her works are
creative, diverse and provoking.

Zha Guangzhao said that she enjoys
illustrating short stories with painting,
such as the short stories of the
ancients from six hundred years
ago who came to modern times, the
fantasy adventure stories of escaping
from the campus, and so on.

Apart from designing the characters
and events, she also drew observa-
tional paintings based on some
interesting scene pictures she
collected to elaborately designed the
scenes. In one of the observational
paintings, she used saturated colors
and smooth lines to match the
protagonist’s image and personality
and highlight the characteristics of the
characters.

She realizes her amazing ideas
through the brush, creating brand-
new characters and plots. She goes
beyond the limitation of materials and
techniques, focusing more on the
core of what she wants to express.
lllustrations can be combined with
various media such as installations and
materials, and the joy of exploration is
what she has always wanted.

She is good at breaking the boundaries
of art and applies the knowledge
acquired from history and literature
classes to create. One of her works is
inspired by tradition and innovation.
After getting a better understanding of
history and art, Zha Guangzhao can'’t
help thinking about questions, such as
what is the aesthetics of this era, and
what are the truly iconic things of this
era.

“Although the visual images nowadays
seem to emphasize traditional and
retro elements, there have been no
symbolic and innovative signs of this

”

Based on this inspiration, she designed
a device with a toolbox on the outside
that symbolize modernity, but inside
there are tools made of clay that
symbolizes ancient traditions, and the
tangled lines symbolize the connection
between the past and present, in order
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to imply that “we need to learn from
history, but at the same time create
something that is innovative and unique
in our era.”

“This is one of the reasons why Zha
Guangzhao’s artistic creation is
unique.” Her university tutor said, “She
has a rich, delicate, and pure soul,
with good insights into the complexity
and changes of the world and the
subtlety and obscurity of human
emotions. That’s what makes her
works so contagious, and it is probably
one of the important reasons why she
is favored by the Rhode Island School
of Design.”

During the interview, we realized that
she is a talented girl with a gentle and
free spirit. Instead of choosing the
path of art deliberately, it is more like
something meant to be. She grew up
in the atmosphere of art, and she also
wants to continue thriving in the world
of art. Art is not just a hobby for her.
She records the world and expresses
herself with fresh ideas, unconstrained
creativity, and colorful art. She has also
proved with persistence and firmness
that only free and sincere artistic
creation can bloom and last long.

We believe in her and look forward to
the fantastic and pure works she will
bring in the future.
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“We'll reunite in the United States.” At the beginning of 2023, Lin Zishan,
Jiang Fangyao, and Cao Jiawen, who lived in the same dormitory at Aidi ASE,
successively received admission letters from New York University where only
8% of applicants were offered admission.

The last winter was destined to be unforgettable and exciting. Not only did
they got admitted to their dream school, but it also meant that the three of
them who had supported each other and walked side by side would continue
to do so in the future.

They are praised by teachers as the typical representatives of the young
generation and the epitome of this year’s outstanding graduates. Growing up
in such a community, they have many valuable characteristics in common.

They are exceptional academically, winning awards in many international and
national competitions; they are strong-willed, establishing their objectives and
working towards them persistently; they think independently and logically and
speak with fervor and assurance; they each have their hobbies, from which
they acquired a lot and applied what they learned to other fields.

Whether it is cutting-edge electrical and electronic engineering, mechanical
engineering, psychology, or other professional fields, they all had their unique
experiences and stories, and thrived via the great platform provided by Aidi.
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c Lin Zishan: "For me,

exercise is essential”.

Lin Zishan got up at 6:00 sharp
and it was time for exercise. He
gradually increased the intensity of
the exercise. During the exercise, his
arm muscles contracted and swelled,
and even his breathing became
heavy.

Sports are well-liked among Aidi
students, and an increasing number
of students have been having fun
in various sports activities. Among
them, Lin Zishan is one of the most
impressive students.

He has been doing exercise for at
least half an hour every day since
primary school, whether it is playing
basketball, swimming, skating,
or exercising, regardless of the
weather. Even during busy times
such as application season and
exams, he still spared at least half
an hour every day for exercise.

“How do you persist?” Lin Zishan
has been asked this question many
times, and he candidly stated his
answer: “Sports have a great positive
impact on me.”

“Exercise is essential for everyone.
In addition to improving fitness, it
also contributes to your inner growth.

After a long period of high-intensity
exercise, | feel more efficient and
concentrated in study. | only need
5 or 6 hours of sleep, but | still feel
energetic, and that is the positive
effect exercise brings.”

“In addition, exercise helps me
to build characteristics such as
persistence and courage to make
breakthroughs.” Lin Zishan recalled
when he first started exercising
and said with a smile: “In the past,
dumbbell squat seems impossible for
me. After a week of exercise, | did it.
This is a kind of breakthrough, and it
will become a habit when you persist
for a day, a week, and a month. The
sense of accomplishment brought
by the cycle allows me to remain
calm when faced with pressure
and setbacks, and | can make wise
judgments and deal with changes.”

“He spares no pain to achieve his
objectives, and keeps pushing
beyond his limits.” His teachers said.

In the tenth grade, Lin Zishan
transferred from the United States
to Aidi, and went through a period of
adaptation. However, relying on his
own efforts and the help of teachers,
he quickly adapted to Aidi's teaching
methods and learning atmosphere.

After the transition period, he set
up higher goals for himself and
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started to take on new challenges.
He chose AP courses with a higher
degree of difficulty and started to
systematically study professional
theories of magnetism and electricity
and make mechanical models under
the guidance of his teachers. He
continued his habit of exercise, and
at the same time greatly improved
his learning efficiency, always
ranking at the top.

In life, he is a sunny and handsome
boy full of vigor and vitality.

He actively participated in extra-
curricular activities, whether it is
international competitions, basketball
teams, or stage performances.
He has also strengthened his
organizational, communication,
and management skills, apart from
academic improvement.

For the future, Lin Zishan already has
a preliminary plan in mind, which will
be perfected over time. He imagined
that one day he might be able to
design and develop fitness equipment
that is accessible to everyone, and
encourage more people to find their
favorite sports; he also imagined that
he might be able to return to China
after studying abroad and establish
his own business.

But in any case, sports will be an
essential part of his life.
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e Jiang Fangyao: Break through limitations
and discover your true self
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Jiang Fangyou said that his childhood
was not very satisfactory. Although
there was no need to worry about
material matters, he felt mentally
trapped.

He was required to be “excellent”
since he was a child. He took various
courses, striving to get good grades
in exams; he participated in various
activities and competitions, fighting for
awards and titles. He was pressured
to invest a lot of time to be highly
rated.

The excessive attention and single-
dimensional evaluation made him
confused, for it was not what he really
wanted. He couldn’t find purpose
for his life and he didn’t want to be

defined by the traditional perception
of success and live a mediocre life.
Everyone is a unique individual. Why
not slow down and listen to voices
deep down from our hearts?

The opportunity that changed his life
occurred during the summer vacation
of the eleventh grade when he did
research on the psychological impact
of domestic violence on children, and
that was the first time he was exposed
to in-depth knowledge of psychology.
Drove by interest and encouraged
by his teacher, he began to read
psychological literature, seeking
theoretical support to decipher the past
and enlighten the future. He clearly
remembered that one of the courses
was “How to Know Yourself Better”.

He fell in love with psychology. In
addition to acquiring professional
knowledge, he also gradually
mastered skills to do research, look
up literature, write reports, prepare
presentations, and talk confidently
in public. In his last speech to the
teachers, he appealed: “Please pay
attention to students’ inner worlds.
Don't let them be coerced by external
evaluation, and help them become
more well-rounded.”

Jiang Fangyou has been admitted
to his dream school, New York
University, majoring in psychology.
He hopes that he can live up to Aidi’s
school motto “Enlighten with Love”,
and help more people find their inner
“selves”.
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e Cao Jiawen: March forward to unveil the

mystery of the sky and the sea

“Three, two, one, launch!”

The button was pressed, and with a
rumbling sound, the self-made rocket
by Cao Jiawen soared up into the sky.
The small rocket was successfully
separated in the air, with the
parachute opening simultaneously,
and finally landed steadily.

This was an engineering work
completed by Cao Jiawen in his
summer project, and it finally
succeeded after trial and error.

Just like many kids, Cao Jiawen was
interested in Lego and electronic
equipment assembly. After entering
high school, he took many courses
in science and engineering to further
his study in those areas, such as AP
Mechanics, Electricity and Magnetism,
CS programming, and so on.

Although good at both science
and engineering, he still chose
electronic engineering as his major
for university application under the
guidance of his college advisor.
“Compared with theoretical research
in science, | prefer the hands-on
practice of engineering, and | want to
apply the knowledge | have acquired
to the real world.”

Building a rover model was his first
attempt.

At that time, Cao Jiawen was amazed
by the Mars rover “Zhurong”, so
he made a similar model with Lego
blocks. In order to imitate its function
of photogrammetry, Cao Jiawen
installed a smart selfie stick and a
smartphone in the model. He also
installed solar panels and engines
purchased online, so that it can be
controlled remotely and simulate the
function of photogrammetry.

When asked whether it was boring
or frustrating in the process of doing

experiments, Cao Jiawen thought for
a while and replied: “Nothing is easy,
but | enjoy this process, whether it is
frustration or joy.”

In the rocket experiment, he used
mathematical methods to calculate
the rocket trajectory more accurately.
He drew countless sketches of the
schematic diagram of the parts,
repeatedly experimented with
different heat insulation materials,
and experienced failures many times
when assembling the rocket. Now
there are still seven or eight broken
rockets in his home. “They are the
driving force for progress.” He said.

He’ll continue his research in this
area, and his rocket will fly higher
and steadier with more professional
engineering knowledge in the
university. What’'s more, we expect
him to unveil the mystery of the sky,
turning the “space dream” into reality.

The teachers didn’t expect they were
all admitted to NYU at the same time,
but they could really feel the strength
of unity and cohesion among them.

When talking about their boarding life
in Aidi, they all mentioned routines
like motivating each other and
fighting side by side during finals,
talking heart-to-heart in the dormitory
at night and imagining the future,
playing on the basketball court in the
leisurely evenings with the breeze
blowing, going outside to enjoy
delicious food at new restaurants...

However, it is this seemingly ordinary
daily life that exerts a subtle but
profound influence on them gradually
and cumulatively, helping them
build a deeper understanding of
themselves, others, the present, and
the future at the age when they have
the strongest desire to explore.

When the article was written, they had
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just finished their on-campus internship
at Aidi. In the face of the unknown
future they are gonna explore, they
were excited but also full of reluctance.

After saying farewell to the teachers
and campus, they promised each
other to explore great restaurants
together in the United States.
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Tian Ruizhu

‘%Eﬁliﬁ
Imperial College London
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Tian Ruizhu, an outstanding graduate of Beijing Aidi BSE, was admitted
to the electronics and electrical engineering major of Imperial College
London ( Top6 in QS World University Rankings) and will soon start a
new chapter in life.

This gentle and refined girl progresses steadily in terms of study and
is regarded as a master of self-discipline. She has a wide range of
extracurricular activities, such as LEGO, Rubik’s Cube, basketball,
football, and music. Whatever interests her, she always gives it a try.

What sets Tian Ruizhu apart is that she is not afraid of failure, always
dares to try, and remains steadfast in her determination to pursue her
dreams. She is such a resolute girl, like an eagle spreading its wings and
soaring high, with nothing to fear.

Let’s get a glimpse of her world and see how she turns her passion into a
career and manifests her personality through imagination and innovation.
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0 Realize ambition through hard work and

integrate passion into the profession

“Where you are interested is where
your ability lies.”

The castle above is the work that
consumed the most of her time. The
most difficult part was the construction
of the “foundation”, which was crucial
for the stability of the entire product.
During the construction process,
she kept researching how to build a
three-dimensional structure based
on a simple blueprint. From two-
dimensional geometric figures to
three-dimensional structures, she
could intuitively feel the charm of
geometric shapes through hands-
on practice, which further stimulated
her desire to explore mathematical
theories.

The charm of LEGO lies in its ability
to create infinite possibilities, through
which Tian Ruizhu turns imagination
into creativity. Due to her never-
ending curiosity for exploration of the
world and experiential personality,
she can apply mathematical concepts
and techniques comprehensively
and is full of exploratory spirit and
creativity in physics.

Tian Ruizhu has been studying at Aidi
since first grade. She went abroad
before high school and returned to
Aidi in tenth grade, after which she
had a difficult “adaptation period”,
and music and physics accompanied
her through that period.

In the 10th grade, she was not used
to life and study since she had just
returned to China. Coincidentally,
through some carnivals and music
salons organized by the school, she
was exposed to guitar playing, and
gradually found her way to express
her feelings through music. She
joined a band and tried to create
music. Occasionally, inspiration
suddenly came to her mind, and she
started writing on a computer or a

piece of paper. There were many
demos stored on her computer. She
enjoyed feeling the rhythm of the
creation and the collision between
the guitar paddles and strings. While
releasing her emotions, she couldn’t
help but explore the working principle
of the guitar in her hand.

The sound-producing principle of the
electric guitar is closely related to
electromagnetism in physics. Then
she found that the A-Level course of
Aidi BSE included electromagnetism
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which she was interested in. With
curiosity and thirst for knowledge,
she quickly found the objective of
learning.

Through the accumulation of physical
knowledge and enthusiasm for music,
she began to analyze the structure
of the electric guitar. After several
experiments, she had a clearer
understanding of its internal structure
and basic working principles, which
further stimulated her interest in
physical application.
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e Ignite the flame of love and bravely

embark on a journey of self-exploration

“He who can restrain himself has the
greatest prestige.”

“When she joined Aidi BSE, her
grades were not at the top. However,
in the past three years, she set up
clear goals and with persistence, her
grades gradually improved. Hard work
pays off.” Cui Xiaodong, director of
Aidi BSE, once commented.

She is well prepared for her future
studies in electronic and electrical
engineering, and has laid a solid
foundation in mathematics and
physics with the help of Aidi’s teaching
model and teachers during her three
years in high school.

A-Level Mathematics gave her a
new understanding of cutting-edge
technologies, with calculus being
one of her favorite courses. She
found it challenging to break down a
previously impossible big problem into
several small problems, and gradually
learned to use calculus to solve
complex problems.

She began to read relevant books

to increase her knowledge reserve,
study the simple principles underlying
complex theories, see the essence
through appearances, and gradually
form systematic thinking. Among
them, Edward R. Scheinerman’s The
Mathematics Lover’s Companion:
Masterpieces for Everyone has been
repeatedly reviewed by her, each
time with new insights. She likes to
understand complex mathematical
theories by studying the methods
used to prove mathematical problems
in the book.

People feel obscure when they hold
this introductory book for the first time,
while she was deeply attracted at first
sight by the description of the method
of proving mathematical problems.
She was enlightened by the book, with
the scattered mathematical knowledge
in her mind began to make sense,
helping her gradually establish her
own mathematical system.

When discussing mathematics, her eyes
lit up and she talked eloquently about
how A-Level Mathematics helped her
find the fun of exploring mathematical
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theory. It was fulfilling that she had great
achievements in many competitions
by combining theory with practice.
She enjoyed the fun of thinking when
studying mathematics. Those basic
mathematical principles gradually
took shape in her mathematical world.
She said she liked the simplicity of
mathematics, which made her can'’t
help but understand more about the
principles behind it.

She applied the thinking approach
established through A-Level to the
learning of physics which not only
requires solid theories, but also
creative practical abilities. Tian Ruizhu
is exactly a girl with strong hands-
on abilities. She enjoys the feeling of
self-achievement through practice,
believing that only by combining
theory with practice can she truly have
a more intuitive perception of things.

Tian Ruizhu was a self-disciplined
leader in her team. She had good
control over her learning progress and
direction, set goals and schedules for
each subject, and strictly prioritized
coursework over other things. Her
most precious trait was disciplining
herself while at the same time leading
her classmates to strictly plan the
study schedule and ensuring efficient
learning.

In extracurricular activities, she
joined a band and served as the
leader. During the process, she
took on the responsibility as the
leader and became more patient in
communication, paying close attention
to each member and encouraging
them to practice on time. Occasionally,
she also played basketball with the
team to bond with them. She has
gained a better understanding of the
value of teamwork and continuously
improves her overall abilities such as
communication and expression.
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contributes to ambition.

“In the pursuit of knowledge, curiosity
is more important than knowledge
itself, and interest is even more
important than pure curiosity.”

Tian Ruizhu is about to enter the
world of electronic and electrical
engineering. The ambition to
continuously explore the field of
artificial intelligence stems from her
passion.

She loves Iron Man, which portrays
the most popular hero in the Marvel
universe and continuously influences
her professional choice and future
life direction. The charming and pure
scientific thinking has similarities with
her constant pursuit of innovation and
exploration of the unknown.

Iron Man’s powerful defense,
security monitoring capabilities, and
comprehensive systems greatly
inspired her and sparked her great
interest in automation and artificial
intelligence.

She hopes to develop artificial
intelligence that can change people’s
living conditions, predict disasters,
or improve the lives of the elderly
through electronic and electrical
engineering. She believes that certain
techniques in Iron Man will eventually
shine into the future and reality.

In the process of music composition,
she has always been interested
in electric guitar. When having the
opportunity to participate in the
EPQ research project, she applied
electromagnetism, her favorite field
of physics, to study the physical
principles of the electric guitar. Based
on her understanding of vibration
and waves, she studied the impact of
different picks and pickup positions
on the sound production of strings.
It made her realize how interesting it
was to apply physics to music.

e Ambition comes from passion and passion

Through the deep understanding and
practice of mathematics and physics,
and with the help of her teacher, she
learned about the related field of
electronic and electrical engineering.
This discipline has a long and
profound history, and the talents
trained in the UK have more creative
thinking and cutting-edge design
concepts. She aspires to continue
her studies in this field, looks forward
to participating in more projects in
the future, and has clear goals for her
future professional direction.

“Human life cannot be measured by
the length of time. When the heart
is filled with love, the moment is
eternal.”

Tian Ruizhu enjoys exploring all
unknowns, and her unreserved love
and reverence for life all stem from
her personality.

i

Thanks to Aidi’s cultivation of students

sense of public welfare and social
responsibility, she joined a charity club
in high school and went to the nursing
home once a week to provide care
and companionship for the elderly.
During the process of communicating
with nursing home staff, she gradually
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realized that there are many inconve-
niences for the elderly and that the
infrastructure is not yet perfect.

So she has been thinking about how
to improve the quality of life and
happiness of the elderly through
technology, in addition to meeting
their spiritual needs. She hopes to
gain insights into the meaning of life
through her study and enable the
innovation of artificial intelligence
technology to change human living
conditions and benefit society.

Lego collage with fantastic ideas,
music composition with sudden
inspiration... every wonderful moment
is a manifestation of her uniqueness.
She loves mathematics, physics,
and artificial intelligence, and will
also further her studies in the field of
electronic and electrical engineering.
When passion becomes a profession,
infinite possibilities are awaiting her.

She’ll continue to explore and grow
through persistence and find the
world that belongs to her. With love
as the ship and dreams as the sails,
may she be fearless of wind and rain,
move forward with the waves, and
embrace a challenging future!
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